research supported by the Institute is that it helps to assure the integration of disabled
persons into independent and semi-independent community life.

In Fiscal Year 1985, the Institute funded 37 Rehabilitation Research and Training Centers
and 15 Rehabilitation Engineering Centers, as well as research and demonstration projects,
field-initiated research projects, innovation grants, and fellowships.

Information Services: Requestors may obtain a listing of current NIHR projects.
Information on research reports generated by NIHR projects, and on other rehabilitation
research, may be obtained from the National Rehabilitation Information Center (NARIC,
see separate entry). In addition, NIHR publishes the Rehab Briefs, four-page digests of
current research information presented in "a format readily usable by rehabilitation
practitioners. Twelve Briefs are published each year.

Office for Civil Rights (OCR)
U.S. Department of Education
400 Maryland Avenue, SW
Washington, DC   20202
(202) 732-1496
(202) 732-1467 (TDD)

Handicapping Conditions Served:   All handicaps,

Users Served: Disabled persons, parents, advocates, general public. Also provides technical
assistance to recipients that receive Federal financial assistance from the Department.

The Organization; The Office for Civil Rights (OCR) is responsible for investigating
discrimination on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, mental and physical
handicaps, and age in programs and activities that receive Federal financial assistance from
the Department of Education. Recipients of Federal funds include elemen-tary and
secondary schools; colleges and universities; health, welfare and social service programs; and
state agencies. OCR has the responsibility, as mandated by Congress, to implement and
enforce Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, which prohibits discrimination on the
basis of handicap. Section 504 is the Federal civil rights law protecting the rights of
handicapped persons.

Information Services: OCR maintains a headquarters office in Washington, DC, and ten
regional offices. In addition to investigative activities, the regional offices are available to
answer questions and provide technical assistance about civil rights compliance. They are a
source for printed material on Section 504. For example, a brief description of the
requirements of the Department's regulations under Section 504 can be obtained from the
regional offices in the pamphlet; Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973:
Handicapped Rights Under Federal Law. This publication also lists the addresses and phone
numbers of the regional offices, and directs further inquiries and complaints to them.

Procedures for Filing Complaints: Section 504 complaints may be filed in one of the 10
regional offices located in Boston, MA; New York, NY; Philadelphia, PA; Atlanta, GA;
Chicago, IL; Dallas, TX; Kansas City, MO; Denver, CO; San Francisco, CA; and Seattle, WA.
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